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38 COUNTESS SCHIMMELMANN

large but very simple straw hat. OQur greeting
was a very cordial one, for we were already
acquainted, and were sure to sail in the same
boat to the same haven. But here I must go
back to an earlier period, as I have reached the
real object of my story.,
























46 COUNTESS SCHIMMELMANN

with pleasure to the faultless dialect of the
Countess on the sandhills of Gohren. She had
acquired it in childhood on her father’s estate
in Holstein, and had never forgotten it. It was
of great service to her now. The fishermen are
not at home in High German, and in any case
Low German speaks more directly to their hearts.
The Countess may now speak for herself.
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144 COUNTESS SCHIMMELMANN

careful training of the Empress had led to my
being kept in ignorance of much of the evil in
society. And yet I thank her for it—the world
looks better when so seen. I was soon to be
rudely awakened from my innocent dreams|
























152 COUNTESS SCHIMMELMANN

was about to faint, and said, ‘I can see how
tired you are. Have you been overworked?’—
‘Yes,’ she answered, and bent her head over
some papers on the table. She was the matron
of this horrid place, and—a fact which I did not
then know—the sister of a cook whom I had
sent away in disgrace.
This happened on the 21st of February 1894
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A HUMAN HELL 175

so dreadful. I gave this answer, and as to my
mission work I said that, should I ever escape
from the trap alive, I would, God helping me, do
thrice as much as I had done before. The issue
has justified my resolve. God helped me, and I
am now doing three times more work than before.
God has widened my sphere of work by the very
means by which men tried to limit or destroy
it, and the children are not the less dear to me
for what they have so bravely endured.
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